64                                              Chloride of Lime in Sanitation.
sational facts about the typhoid carrier. (See page 39) It
is now known that in a city like New York, there are always
between 15,000 and 50,000 seemingly healthy persons who dis-
charge typhoid germs in their excrements. lathe country where
there is no sewage disposal, the soil is charged with typhoid, and
so are most country wells.
Contaminated milk is much blamed as one of the causes of
infant diarrhoea. Among 25 children who die of it, as a rule only
one is- breast-fed by the mother. The infection may be caused,
for instance, by flies falling into the milk. Flies feed on all kinds
of abominable filth, excreta, etc., and can infect the milk in which
they fall several weeks after they themselves have become in-
fected. Dust is likewise a great carrier for diarrhoea germs.
The ignorance and carelessness of the average farmer is appall-
ing, and we cannot put the case too strongly in branding his
negligence for being accountable for the loss of so many lives.
In Dutch cities, most mothers feed their own children and the
infant mortality of children under one year (mostly from diar-
rhoea) is 75 per 1,000; in Fall River, Massachusetts, it is 190.
Flies smell foul garbage from a long distance. They congre-
gate there, use it as a breeding place, and then go somewhere
else where they infect milk, food supplies, children's eyes, ani-
mals, etc. Sprinkling with a little chloride of lime keeps them
away and prevents fouling. It is a fortuitous fact that refuse
must accumulate before it starts to foul so as to become a breed-
ing place; on account of this breeding places can be readily found,
then disinfected by chloride of lime and destroyed. (See chap-
ter on the fly pest page 68.}
Sanitary privy. The most frequent cause of infection in the
country is the privy. The admirable work done in the South
by Dr. Stiles should induce everybody living in the country
to get the government publications dealing with the subject.318-320
However, let us be thankful that, for controlling all sanitary
defects, a remedy has come to us, though at present we may not
be prepared to stop their source. By means of chloride of lime
it certainly is possible to bring about in water sanitation, sewage
disposal, fly extermination, garbage and refuse control, etc., a
degree of sanitary safety undreamt of only a few years ago.